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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Report of a Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons would have been eſteemed by our 
— e — for vulgar 


publication of the — (in 5 
rioxs, on which I am going to remark) was 
nearly as ſpeedy as that of the report againſt 
which it is pointed. I have dealt more delibe- 
rately with their author than he has with the 
Commons of this realm. Indeed, I have dealt 
with him ſo deliberately, that I may be charged 


with now making remarks on what is remem- 


bered no longer. Yet this cannot be altogether 
the caſe ; and my taſk of commenting upon th 


OzSERVvATIONS, while it is humble, may be 
uſcful too. Litera ſcripta manet—is ſtill true, 
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longer. 1 ſhall, cherefore, after all, be the 


fwerable for any thing here but myſelf ; neither 


Ten in e of dunghill litera- 


ture, which obſcures and infects our ſky. And 


there are reaſons, as to the OnBsERVATIONS, 


why their naturally ſhort thread of life ſhould be 
ſpun out, by political art, to a duration much 


I nuſt fay one thing more. No perſon is an- 


in the way of fentiment nor of judgement. - The 


opinions of thoſe perſons who concur with me, 


will give all the additional weight that ſuch opi- 
nions themſelves carry with them. My own 
opinions will have their own weight, whatever 


that uu 
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who makes thee < Obſervations 
of the Committee as appointed to 


to its duration. Theſe were the powers of this Com- 
| Zeing thus a Committee of Inquir 1 y. were, ſor 
that very reaſon, not a Committee of Accuſation. 
They were not inted either to accuſe themſelves, 
or to aceuſe the 8, or to accuſe the counſel of 


Mr. Haftings. They were appointed to inquire 
into the proceedings and facts of the trial; the man- 


ner in which it had been conducted, and the time it 
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as to the conduct and nature of the trial; I ſhall uſe his 
own . * 

„ The world has long agreed, that the duration 
| * of the trial of Mr. Haſtings is a grievance of 
The that has at- 


ver's world) ſome very and honeſt | 

men . Anon ng 
. auch as the Obſerver himſelf means it) to Mr. Ha- 
tings ; and that they may even ſpeak (what they 


have 
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685 


| kave dern very tarefully taught) of the injultics 
done by it to his ſervices and virtues. I 


reſpect ho- 


9 — 


neft ſecling in its miſtakes, and wiſh 
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it as crime. 
meritorious, makes 
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ilt accuſed to be innocence, impoſes 
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The ſubſtance of the Obſervations is contained in 


the managers 
Hoes of Commens here yall 


trial ; that Mr. 
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delayed 
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of all men, except the 
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„ 
the brrencz made by the Lord of the univerſo 


this deadly attack on all his fame ? 

It is recorded by one of the flanderers of Timour, 
that in the day of battle he ran to hide himſclt un- 
der the petticoats of his women. Mr. Haſtings 
could imitate Tamerlane in this. He hid himſelf 
under the immenſe wigs, (by the one of them 
is got an immenſe wig) and wra himſelf in the 
folds of his lawyers' gowns. They ſtood up and faid, 
that the evidence of theſe things could not be ad- 
mitted. What were their legal reaſons I do not re- 
member; nor is it worth any man's while to know. 
The reaſon given by the Obterver is, that © the evi- 
at leaſt fix folio volumes, and 
printiag it would be many 


forgetting not be admit- 
ted. Muſt not be admitted! Hea what is this !--- 
muſt not be admitted !---I do not inquire into the le- 

there arc : 


of the thing is the pleading of theſe grounds againſt 
the admiſſion of this evidence ! It me bs very de 
that a thief indicted for ſtealing a horſe, ſhould 

ad that the indictment is not good, becauſe it 
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at the Old 9275 


wants the word felonioufty. 


a criminal 
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defence do 1 ſay! filence, on his part, 

been the tongue of the univerſe; the trumpet of 
Let us then hear ho more of this delay. Thoſe 
who mention the duration of this trial, are the bit- 
tereſt enemies that Mr. Haſtings has. 

I ſhall now confider other matters ht for- 
ward by the Obſerver. They all revolve about this 
old matter as their center, or are all attracted into 
__ I ſhall conſider them as diſtinctively as 


I can. 

One ſpecific article of delay, objected to the Mana- 
gers by this Obſerver, is their having propoſed to 
mine Mr. FRANCIS iz reply, with regard to the 
bſidy demanded from Cheyt Sing. The Obſerver 
4 Mr. Francis ſhould not 
ve 
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be praiſed. It is to be preſumed there were ſuch 
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reaſons 


examined : in this his modeſty is to 


force of thiscommon truth, 


| ſenſeenough to feel the 
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and he endeavours to evade it. 
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ings hamſelf. It he is to be believed, he never 
received any thing, but © reproach, hard epithets, 


* and indignities. Theſe are his own words. 


Even fo late as November, 1783, he. tells the Court 


to the MEANEST of bis predeceſſors bad been denied 10 
HIM ALONE, and to mu 1NVARIABLY. There are 
numerous other complaints of the fame kind made 
by him; which may be found in the Reports of 


Eſpecially, they will not get the word of Mr. 


of Directors, that the benevolence which they had ſhewn - 
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